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1. KICKBACK CAN OCCUR WHEN: 

☐ The nose hits hidden limbs or light material. 

☐ The saw is boring into a log. 

☐ The bar nose is pinched while cutting. 

☐ The bar nose contacts ends of logs or obscured material. 

☐ The chain is loose. 

☐ The depth gauge setting is too low. 

☐ Kickback can occur in any plane. It may occur when using the saw with the guide bar horizontal when making   

a felling cut, while making a bore cut, or while trimming. 

2. WE RELY ON THESE CONTROLS: 

☐ Best practice chainsaw techniques to avoid operators placing themselves in the way of kickback, 

should it occur. 

☐ Good chainsaw maintenance in terms of sharpening and chain brake maintenance. 

☐ Good handling of the saw. 

☐ A securely fitted chainsaw mitt.  

☐ Appropriate fatigue management. 

  

ISSUE 

Kickback is a risk in all chainsaw operations.  Kickback occurs when the upper part of the bar nose 

contacts a solid object or is pinched. This causes a reactive force that may throw the guide bar in an 

uncontrolled arc towards you and can result in serious injury (BPG for Chainsaw Use). 

Two recent kickback incidents in our silviculture crews provide a good opportunity to STOP and remind 

fallers of the steps required to minimise kickback. 

1. LTI - Faller was cutting towards next tree to fell, cut a branch that was 'under tension', chainsaw 

kicked back into operators face bar and chain went through helmet visor before chain brake 

activated. The faller sustained a laceration/cut on his nose requiring hospital treatment. 

 

2. Faller was working along bank edge. He went to open up a tree, slipped and the tip of the 

chainsaw bar struck stem kicking back. Bar and chain went through the visor and helmet while 

the person was slipping down the bank before the chain brake activated. 

EVERYONE GOES HOME SAFELY AT THE END OF THE DAY! 



Page 2 

 

  

Best practice guidelines for Chainsaw Use 2015, Page 11. 

 

 


